Dear Valued Member,

The ATHENA Award Program celebrates the potential of all women as valued members and leaders of the community and recognizes those who support them.  The ATHENA Award honors individuals who strive toward the highest levels of professional accomplishment…women and men, who excel in their chosen field, have devoted time and energy to their community in a meaningful way, and who also open paths so that others may follow.

Nominations are currently being accepted for the ATHENA Award.  Nominees must meet each of the following specific criteria:  

· Must not have been a finalist the previous year;

· Assist women in reaching their full leadership potential;

· Demonstrate excellence, creativity, and initiative in their business or profession;

· Provide valuable service by devoting time and energy to improve the quality of life for others in the community;

Nominations for the ATHENA Award must be submitted using the enclosed nomination form (or a photocopy).

· The form must be typed or printed clearly.  A computerized version may be submitted provided the format is identical.  One additional sheet may be added to this form, and a resume may be submitted.

· Scrapbooks or other separate supporting documents should not accompany the form.  These materials will not be considered during the selection committee deliberations.

· Please review the nomination form carefully to ensure that comprehensive, quantitative information is supplied, which demonstrates the involvement, achievement, and leadership accomplishments of your nominee.  

· The more complete the information provided, the more useful this form will be for those who judge this important award.

· We encourage re-nominating an individual who was previously nominated but not selected as a finalist last year; or selected as an ATHENA recipient in previous years.

 A selection committee of a diverse group of prominent community leaders will review all nomination forms and select the ATHENA Award recipient.  The ATHENA Award recipient will be announced October 22, 2009 at the ATHENA Banquet and Awards Ceremony to be held at the Susquehanna Valley Country Club.

Return completed form to:  Greater Susquehanna Valley Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 10, Shamokin Dam, PA 17876.  Submission Deadline is July 15, 2009.

Sincerely,

Patty Bennett






Barbara Mihalik

ATHENA Co-Chair
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